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Scoring the PSC

The standard parent-completed PSC form consists of 35 items. Each item is rated as:

- “Never” (scored 0)

- “Sometimes” (scored 1)

- “Often” (scored 2)

The total score is calculated by adding the 35 individual scores, so the total score will be 0 to 70. If

one to three items are left blank, they are ignored (and given a score of 0). If four or more items are
left blank, the questionnaire is considered invalid.

The total score indicates whether a child has psychosocial impairment. A positive score on the PSC
suggests the need for further evaluation by a qualified health or mental health professional. Note
that both false positives and false negatives can occur.

Interpreting Scores

Cutoff Scores
Children ages 6-17 Children ages 3-5
+ 28 or above = impaired « Scores on elementary school-related items 5,

6, 17 and 18 are ignored. Total score is based

+ 27 or below = not impaired
on the 31 remaining items.

« 24 or above = at-risk

« 23 or below = not at-risk
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Cutoff scores for preschool and school-age children that indicate clinical levels of dysfunction have
been empirically derived using Receiver Operator Characteristic analyses in studies comparing the
performance of the PSC to other validated questionnaires and clinicians' assessments of overall
functioning in children (Jellinek 1986; Jellinek et al. 1986; Little et al. 1994).
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PSC Subscales

Subscale scores for internalizing, externalizing and attention problems can be calculated from
specific items. Factor analysis of the full set of 35 items has led to the validation of three subscales for
use in the identification of attentional, internalizing and externalizing problems. The clustering of
these items and cutoff scores can be found below.

The youth self-report version of the PSC-17 using the same subscales has also been validated.

Attention Problems Subscale:
Scoring:
1. Fidgety, unable to sit still
Children with subscores
greater than 7 usually have

3. Distracted easily significant impairments in
attention.

2. Daydreams too much

4. Has trouble concentrating

5. Acts as if driven by a motor
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Internalizing Problems Subscale:

Scoring:
1. Feels sad or unhappy
Children with subscores
greater than 5 usually have

significant impairments with

2. Feels hopeless

3. Is down on him or herself

anxiety or depression.
4. Worries a lot
5. Seems to be having less fun
Externalizing Problems Subscale:

Scoring:

1. Fights with others

Children with subscores
greater than 7 usually have
significant problems with
conduct.

2. Does not listen to rules

3. Does not understand other people’s feelings
4. Teases others

5. Blames others for his or her troubles

6. Takes things that do not belong to him or her

7. Refuses to share




